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On 11/1/81 at approximately 1600 hours, the body of a Latin male
was found shot to death in the desert area at the base of Sunrise
Mountain near East Charleston Boulevard by motorcyclists.

The decedent was later identified as Stanley Jerry Blanco, DOB:
7/29/46, of Las Vegas. A subsequent autopsy determined that Blanco
sustained five gunshot wounds from a 9mm semi-automatic pistol.
Evidence at the scene suggested that the shots were fired into the
body at the location of discovery.

Howard Preston Coombs, a local security guard, was developed early
in the investigation as the prime suspect. An arrest warrant was
subsequently issued, however, before Coombs could be taken into
custody, he fled Las Vegas. Coombs was later arrested in Jackson
County, Florida, in January of 1982, and extradited back to Las
Vegas. In February of 1982, the charges against Coombs were
dismissed in Las Vegas Justice Court without prejudice and Coombs
was released from custody.

Homicide investigators have recently reinvestigated the murder of
Stanley Jerry Blanco and have refiled charges against Howard
Preston Coombs and initiated new charges against Lorna Bodine
D'Venne, DOB: 5/21/44. According to D'Venne, at the time of
Blanco's murder, he was her finance'. Arrest warrants were issued
by Justice of the Peace William D. Jansen on 3/23/93 charging
Coombs and D'Venne with Conspiracy to Commit Murder and Murder With
the Use of a Deadly Weapon. Lorna Bodine D'Venne was taken into
custody on 3/24/93 at her Las Vegas residence and is being held in
the Clark County Detention Center.

Howard Preston Coombs' whereabouts is unknown, however, homicide
investigators believe that he is in the midwestern portion of the
United States.



