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prison time Balzano was facing,
sources said it appears he is seek
ing federal protection.

However, not everyone who
wants to get into the witness pro-
tection program is accepled, and
officials may be seeking more time
to determine whether the informa
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tion he may reveal is valuable
enough.

A third Jewel Pigeon suspect
also pleaded no contest Monday.

Ralph Capito, charged under the
name Ralph Carbonne, is original-
ly from Youngstown, Ohio, but
now lives in Los Angeles.

The 42-year-old Capito pleaded

to conspiring and selling stolen
jewelry transported in interstate
commerce. He is unemployed and
living on Social Security disability.

When Foley sentences Capito on
Dec. 6, he can receive a maximuin
sentence of 15 years in prison and a
$20,000 fine. He was indicted along
with three other Ohio men, alleg-
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edly “ljeutenants” of reputed Ohio
racketeer Joseph Naplese and l.as
Vegan Frank Scungio.

Scungio was charged with Bal-
zano in another cocaine transac-
tion.

Many of these transactions were
videotaped at the FBI's “fence” of-
fice at 3859 Valley View Blvd.




