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Balzano sentenced on drug charges

Joe Balzano, who allegedly has
close ties to the Joseph Bonnano
organized crime family in New
York, refused to become a secret
government witness, and was sen-
tenced Monday by U.S. District
Judge Harry Claiborne to 15 years
in prison and fined $35,000 on two
drug convictions.

Balzano, 42, 1984 Raindarice

Way, and manager of the Crazy
Horse Saloon, was snagged in the
FBI's Jewel Pigeon undercover
fencing operation in 1982.

He pleaded guilty to two

' charges of distributing cocaine.

At one point, he tried to per-
suade the government to place
him on its Federal Witness Protec-
tion Program.

However, prosecutor Assistant
U.S. Attorney Don Campbell said
Balzano was not placed on the
program because of his “lack of
cooperation.”

Balzano survived a gangland-
style hit on Oct. 15 when the as-
sassins mistakenly kidnapped and
killed his roommate, Mitchell
Shaia.




