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Unidentified body found near old mine site

The roommate of former Crazy
Horse Saloon executive Joseph
Balzano was found shot to death
Saturday morning beside Lake
Mead Drive, near the Three Kids
Mine, and Metro Police suspected
the killers had meant to get
Balzano instead of the roommate.

The victim was kidnapped Fri-
day night from the parking lot of
a Von’s supermarket at Desert Inn
Road and Eastern Avenue, police
said. Balzano reportedly told de-
tectives Friday night that he had
gone looking for his roommate at

the store about two hours after the
roommate left their home Friday
night, and was accosted by two
men who apparently tried, unsuc-
cessfully, to kidnap Balzano as
well.

Balzano, 42, of 1984 Raindance,
has been linked by law enforce-
ment authorities to organized
crime, and he was indicted in the
FBI's recent “Jewel Pigeon” sting
operation on charges of selling
cocaine and diazepam, a drug sim-
ilar to methaqualone. He formerly
worked as assistant entertainment

director of the Crazy Horse
Saloon, 4034 Paradise Road.

The victim, whose name was
withheld pending notification of
his family, was described as a 55-
year-old unemployed man, who
Balzano said had no criminal links
and had lived in Las Vegas about
five months.

Police speculated that the kid-
nappers may have staked out
Balzano’s home, followed the
roommate to the store thinking he
was Balzano, and decided to kill
him after discovering they had
abducted the wrong man.




