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Cops

Continue Probe

Of Gangland Killing

Las
Vegas police will continue

their probe into what has.

been termed a “gang-land
type” slaying of a 55-year-old

Mis'tavikedh indentity
keyin LV slaying

Metro Police homicide investigators are con-
vinced the weekend gangland-style killing of
Mitchell Shaia, a New York widower, was a case
of mistaken identity.

Sgt. Ed Schaub of Metro’s homicide detail, said
they believe the intended victim of the slaying
was Shaia’s roomate, Joe Balzano, 41, of 1984
Raindance Way.

Balzano is a known associate of the Joseph
Bonnano organized crime family in New York
and also Las Vegas night club owner Tony
Albanese.

Investigators would like to reinterview
Balzano but said they don’t know where he is.

He apparently has disappeared from the Las
Vegas area and his home appears to be vacant
with a for sale sign posted in the front yard.

Nevertheless, police said they are pursuing all
available leads in the case.

Shaia, 55, who moved to Las Vegas five months
ago from New York after after the death of his
wife, was kidnapped in the parking lot of the Von’s
supermarket at Eastern Avenue and Desert Inn
Road. His body was found Saturday near a
Southern Nevada mine.

|

Shaia’s hands were handcuffed behind him and
he died of several gunshot wounds in the head ]
from a small caliber weapon. \

Police said the Shaia was rooming with
Balzano.

Balzano and Albanese were reportedly as-
sociates. Albanese was slain and decapitated in
May of 1981. His head was found in the California
desert. The killing has never been solved.

Police said Shaia borrowed Balzano’s car Fri-
day to go the store.

Schaub said detectives were convinced the
mob-style hit was aimed at Balzano and that
Shaia was kidnapped and killed by mistake.

Investigators said the Albanese killing ap-
parently stemmed from an organized crime dis-
pute over the lucrative pornography market in

Las Vegas and Southern California.

man Friday night.

Police said the man was
abducted from a shopping
center on the east side of Las
Vegas. His body was
discovered Saturday by two
Nellis Air Force Base airmen
riding in a dune buggy in a
desert area on the southeast
edge of Las Vegas.

The vietim had his hands
cuffed behind his back and
was shot in the head five or
six times. |

Police said Sunday they
were withholding the vic
tim’s name until relatives in
New York could be notified.



