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LV Kidnap-Slaying 
A man found shot to death

aturday was apparently

idnapped the night before

y two men who also tried to

idnap his roommate,

uthorities said. 

The unidentified victim

as found with multiple

unshot wounds tossed to

lthe side of the road near

Lake Mead. No attempt had

been made to conceal the

body. 
The victim was a room­

mate of Joe Balzano, who

Metro Police Lt. John

Conner described as a "close

friend" of the late nightclub

owner Tony Albanese.

Albanese disappeared in

May of 1981 and his severed

head was later found in the

desert near Needles, Calif.

Conner said the victim had

gone to a grocery store for

ice cream Friday night and,

when he did not return,

Balzano went to the store to

Balzano spotted his 

roommate's car in the store 

parking lot, Conner said, but 

was then attacked by two 

men who tried to • grab 

Balzano and put him in

another vehicle. 

"It is our belief that his 

friend was already in that

car," he added. 

The victim's body was 

d i s c o v e r e d  S a  tur,day 

morning by two Nellis Air 

Force men who were riding a 

dune buggy in the area. 

Con n e r  re fused  t o  

speculate on a possible 

motive for the slaying· or 

whether Balzan�s the 

real target of the kid­
nappers. 

Balzano, according to 
Conner, was the night 
bartender at the Crazy 
Horse Saloon when Albanese 
allegedly held a secret 
majority interest in the 
busine-ss. Albanese's murder 
bu• been solved. 


