®ictim of weekend slayin

By Richard Cornett 19
Review-Journal |0

A 55-year-old man killed gang-
land style during the weekend was
an “upstanding citizen” in the
wrong place at the wrong time,

Metropolitan Police said Monday. -

Mitchell Shaia, 1984 Raindance
Way, came to Las Vegas five
months ago from New York to stay
with Joe Balzano, 42, who is be-
lieved to have been the target of
the murder.

Sources say Balzano is “very
close” to the Joseph Bonnano or-
ganized crime family in New York.

“The victim's wife died about six
months ago and the grief hit him
pretty hard, There’s no indication
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that he knew about Balzano's past
involvement with the feds or any-
thing to indicate that he was noth-
ing less than an upstanding citi-
zen,” said Metro detective Sgi. Ed
Schaub of the homicide bureau.
“But he got into Balzano's car
and drove to a market for some ice
cream and was kidnapped,” he
said, adding that detectives are

positive the
aimed at Bal:
grabbed by mi
One reliable
to believe thai
about Balzan
“Balzano and
know anyone
he's scared ar
why anyone wi



