® ewel Pigeon suspect

arrested on warraﬁt

Joseph Balzano, 42, was in federal custody Monday on a warrant
charging him with failure to appear for a plea hearing on federal
drug charges in the so-called “Jewel Pigeon” FBI sting operation.

Balzano is the roommate of Mitchell Shaia, 55, who was
accosted in a shopping center parking lot by two men Oct. 15 and
found the next day handcuffed and shot several times in the head.
Metro Police said the killing was an apparent case of mistaken
identity by gunmen who were after Balzano.

Balzano apparently was picked up after U.S. District Judge
Roger Foley issued an arrest warrant when Balzano failed to
appear at a morning hearing.

Balzano, who allegedly has close ties to the Joseph Bonnano
organized crime family, was scheduled to appear to change his
plea to guilty in a superseding indictment charging him with three
counts of conspiracy to distribute a controlled substance.

He was free on a $25,000 bond.

Balzano, a manager at the Crazy Horse Saloon, was arrested
several weeks ago in the Jewel Pigeon operation, in which an FBI
agent posed as a Las Vegas fence willing to deal in stolen property.

He was charged with distribution of cocaine. Sun
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