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In what authorities are calling an
obvious gangland killing, a 55-year-
old man was kidnapped late Friday
night and shot repeatedly in the
head before his handcuffed body was
dumped in the desert off East Lake.
Mead Boulevard.

The victim, who remained uniden-
tified Saturday, was the roommate
of Joe Balzano, 42, a man authorities
described as a close friend of the late
nightclub owner Tony Albanese.
Sources said Albanese held a se-
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cret majority interest in the Crazy
Horse Saloon before he disappeared
on May 18, 1981. His severed head
was discovered about a month later
in the desert near Needles, Calif.

Balzano was a bartender at the
Crazy Horse at the time Albanese
vanished. His murder remains un-
solved.

Sources went on to say they be-
lieve Balzano is now the hidden
owner of the Crazy Horse and the
Speak Easy Restaurant, 4034 Para-
dise Road.

“From the information thus far, it

has all the earmarks of a gangland
type slaying,” FBI special agent
Charlie Parsons said of the slaying,
“From what we can put togethes
Balzano was their target. We dm'.z

know if they thought he was Balaang

or if they were going to use himgy * Balzano and another man got into a

try and flush Balzano out.”
Officials refused to speculate gy
why Balzano may have been targg
ed for a hit except, as one source
said, that “there are so many ve.
dettas out there.”
Parsons said the victim was at his

residence with Balzano and severg) were approached by a man who

“others Friday evening when he bor-
“rowed a car and went to Von’s Su-

permarket, 2500 E. Desert Inn Road,

"o buy ice cream.

After he was gone about an hour

“and had not returned, Parsons said

van and went to the market to look
for their friend.

Parsons said the pair found the
car parked in front of the store, went
inside the market to search and fi-
nally returned to their vehicle.

Al that point, Parsons said they
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claimed he was an FBI agent and
flashed them a badge and identifica-
tion.

“He banged on the van and said
he was with the FBI and that they
were under arrest,” Parsons said.
“But they couldn’t really see it (the
badge) and he (Balzano) didn’t buy
it.”

Parson said Balzano jumped out
of the van, cursed at the man and
demanded to check the identifica-
tion. The suspect then grabbed him
but Balzano managed to break free
and run back into the store. Parsons
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