Metro probes LV slaying

Metro Police homicide officers were
continuing their probe of the gangland-
like execution of a 55-year-old man
who may have been mistakenly slain
by assailants who may have been seek-
ing his roommate.

Identification of the victim is being
withheld until next of kin have been
notified in New York.

Meanwhile, Lt. John Conner of
Metro’s homicide detail, said in-
vestigators are continuing to follow
leads and are actively working on
solving the slaying.

The victim was the roommate of Joe
Balzano, 42. Authorities claim
Balanzano was a close friend of the late
nightclub owner Tony Albanese, whose
severed head was discovered in the
‘alifornia desert about a month after

is May 18, 1981, disappearance.
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The murder has not been solved.

Police said the victim was in his
home with Balzano and other friends
Friday when he borrowed a car and
went to a nearby Vons supermarket at
2500 E. Desert Inn Road to buy ice
cream.

After an hour had passed and the
victim did not return, Balzano and
another friend went to look for him.

The two found the car but not their
friend.

A man, who claimed he was with the
FBI, reportedly approached Balzano,
who ran from the man.

Balzano’s house Monday was empty,
a sale sign was posted in the front yard
and there was a throwaway advertise-
ment brochure peeking out of the
mailbox.

No one answered the door.
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