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LV man murdered for $180

By Richard Cornett
Review-Journal

Fred and Rosalyn Sims had just
finished dinner at Denny’s Restau-
rant across the street from the Ne-
vada Palace on Boulder Highway.

Before leaving the restaurant his
wife said she had to go to the res-
troom and her husband casually
strolled outside to wait.

It was 6:30 p.m. Jan. 21.

Rosalyn Sims returned to the car
a few moments later but her 49-year-
old husband had vanished.

A short distance away, at Harmon
Avenue and Sheppards Drive, a
commotion was brewing,

A passer-by found a man lying
alongside the road and mistakenly
thought he was the victim of a hit-
and-run driver. Another passer-by,
himsell somewhat intloxicated, be-
lieved the injured man was drunk
because he was vomiting, Other peo-
ple rushed to call paramedics.

Small amounts of blood were
streaming down the victim’s head
and he was dead when the ambu-
lance arrived.

A shocked and dazed Rosalyn
Sims, who happened on the scene
after calling her son to pick her up to
hegin a search, identified the man as
her husband. !

In the space of a few minutes,
Fred Sims’ life had been snuffed out,
an apparent robbery victim who was
murdered for the $180 in his wallet.

He had been shot twice in the
head with a small-caliber gun and
dumped along the roadside, Metro-
politan Police homicide investiga-
tors said.

“We have no physical evidence
but a couple of empty shell casings,”
said Detective Tom Dillard. “We
have one witness who claimed to
have heard gunshots and saw a Cau-
casian man walking from the area
but couldn’t describe him because it
was dark.”

But unlike so many unsolved mur-
der mysteries logged by Metro, the
killer or killers may have slipped up
when they murdered Sims.

Local authorities are searching for
three Caucasian men, one in his late
40s or early 50s, one in his mid-40s
and another in his late 20s. A two- or

four-door Cadillac, described as a
“dirty,”
ther late 60s or early 70s, might be
the vehicle which eventually leads
investigators to the killers.

Dillard said the threesome is
wanted for at least two similar rob-
beries which occurred about the
time Sims was robbed and slain.

On Jan. 22 three men held up the
Sambo’s Restaurant at 5144 Boulder
Highway, and on the same day
struck at the Kentucky Fried Chick-
en, 4924 Boulder Highway.

Sims was orginally from the
Bronx, N.Y., where he was a super-
visor for the U.S. Postal Service, He
legally changed his name from Fred
Schneiderman to Fred Sims because
Schneiderman was too long, Dillard
said.

He moved to Las Vegas in July of
last year and lived at 4370 El Anto-
nio Place, just a few blocks from

where he was killed. He invested ina |
consulting firm called Data Equip- |
ment Systems & Leasing at 3355 S. |

Highland Drive. However, Dillard
said, the company failed and Sims
took a job as an in-house postal
clerk at Caesars Palace.

Anyone having information about
the case is urged to call Secret Wit-
ness at 386-3213.
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