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Informatlon sought lln tourist’s death
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Gemma Capozzoli disap-

i, peared Aprll 16 while

hitchhiking in front of the
_Sahara Hotel. .

She had arrived in town‘

. the weekend of April 16-17
- .onta bus tour from the Los

. Angeles area.

‘Accompanied by severaI
fellow employees from the
Pacific Telephone Co., she

-anid ‘the other passengers
i~ were checked into the Sa-

. _;ha‘raHotel. A

: N'l‘he 27-year-old Umvex-'
: mty of Southern- Calfornia
. .graduate was'seen alive

. flagging down cars near the

-~ hotel.

2 The next slgn of her
came on May 6 when a hik-
ei{ walking his. dog near

; C"allco Basin Road in the

Canyon area discov-- -

’ ered one.of her creme-col-

oxed cowboy boots atthe -

- of 'a .ravine just -off
st"Charl’eston B'oule-

tUpon closer inspection.
: d&pozzoh s. partially
: crqthed body was found 1y

. ing on the side of the ra-"

* vine in the open.

“She had been strangled.

tn death and her body was
so. badly decomposed her
identity had. to be con-
_fitmed through dental

z

The motive in the slay-
ing possibly was rape but
law enforcement officials
may never know ‘because

she had been dead so long .

that a coroner’s autopsy-
was unable to confirm she
had been sexually assault-«

-ed, according to Lt. John -
. Conner of the Metropolitan-

Police Department’s Homi-
cide Bureau.

‘The victim lived in
North ‘Hollywood. and was
a service representative su-
pervisor for Pacific Tele-
phone Co., the lieutenant
said, She was a 1981 gradu-
ate of USC, Her parents
live in Chicago. She: was
unmarried.

 After Capozzolx failed to
return. to. the hotel several:
of her co-workers filed- a
missing person’s report
April 18 after returning to

" Los. Angeles. That report.

‘was forwarded to Metro
and local investigators_
have:no leads.

“We don’t know who
picked her up and we have
nothing in the way of leads’
or suspects at this time,”
Conner said, calling on
public assistance to help
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GEMMA CAPOZZOLI: Murder victim .

trail and capture her assail-
ant.

She was last seen wear-
ing blue designer jeans,
light tan cowboy boots and
a red and white tank top
with horizontal stripes. She
was 5 feet 2 inches tall, 110

pounds with brown hair

Witness' Hotline at 386~

and eyes _

Anyone with information
connected to the case is
urged to call the Secret

3213. Callers do not have to’
reveal their identities and a

cash reward is being of-
fered.




