Pack of dogs devours body of Las Vegas man
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A skeleton was found Tuesday
of a man who apparently had been
eaten by a pack of dogs that roam
the desert around a remote Union
Pacific railroad community 25
miles north of Las Vegas.

An estimated 10 dogs — mostly

mongrel hounds with a mixture of '

pit bull, shepherd, Labrador
retriever and other large breeds
— were said by Metro Police to
have totally eaten the body of
Richard Allen “Sioux” Newson,
55, a Las Vegan who lived out of
his car and had friends in the
isolated community.

Police emphasized they do not
believe the dogs killed Newson,
but did feast on his body after
death for about 48 hours until they
had consumed all of his flesh.

Why he died remained a
mystery Tuesday. Cause of death
could not be determined from the
skeleton itself, police said.

A suspicious aspect is that
Newson’s car, which was his
home, is missing, they added.

“When we find the car we'll
have come a long way toward:
solving this thing,” said homicide
detective David Hatch. A Western
states alert was issued for the 12-
year-old white-over-yellow sedan.

Newson, who police said lived
on the streets of Las Vegas and
haunted downtown bars, is
believed fo have died late Friday

or early Saturday after a drinking
party with his friends.

By Tuesday morning, when his
skeleton was found behind an
abandoned building on a hill
above the friends’ home, the only
flesh remaining was on the soles
of his feet and his toes.

His clothing. had been ripped
off and his arms were gnawed off
at the shoulders. Most of his arm
and hand bones were found
several hundred yards away,
where the dogs had dragged them
under their own homes to gnaw on
at their leisure.

Apparently all the dogs in the
community participated, even
those of Newson’s friends, whom
Newson had himself petted and
fed many times before, his
friends, Don Fesnick, 47, and Kank
Kaner, 33, said Tuesday.

“He loved all the dogs around
here. He used to sit for hours
talking to them and he fed them a

lot too,” Fesnick said in an in-

terview.

“] saw our dog today (a
Labrador retriever mix) chewing
on a bone around a corner of the
house but I didn’t think anything
of it. I thought he just dragged it in

from the desert. like sometimes ..

happens,” he said.

Fesnick added that he noticed '

his dogs had not been hungry for
two or more days and had ignored
their kibble.
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“I talked to my neighbor and he
said the same thing. Now I know
why,” he said.

Called Dry Lake Station today,
the UP railroad community con-
sists of seven families whose men
work at servicing freight trains
that stop there. They also provide
track maintenance.

In addition to the railroad
homes, there are several old and
battered houses, all of them aban-

doned and up on blocks that are.

scattered over 40 adjacent acres.

Two of these homes have been
refurbished and occupied, one of
them by Fesnick and Kaner, the

“other by Bill and Karen Sue

Farina whose dogs dragged home
Newson’s arms.
Newson, after partying with

Fesnick and Kaner, apparently

drove up the hill near their home

and placed a sleeping bag and

pillow on the ground and went to
sleep, police said.
Why he didn’t wake up, and

-

. covery.

where his car went without him, is
the focus of their continuing in-
vestigation, police said.

Newson was said by Fesnick
and Kaner to have earned money
erratically by finding or
mooching junk and selling it at
Las Vegas swap meets. He was
also a heavy drinker and was
intoxicated as a matter of habit,
they said.

Newson’s skeleton was. dis-
covered shortly after 7 am. by
David Contreras, 13, son of a Un-
ion Pacific section foreman.

Contreras was walking toward
the Farina home to ride with them
into North Las Vegas where he
attends J.D. Smith Junior High
School when he came upon the
intact skeleton lying on its side.

The Farinas, both of whom are
employed in Las Vegas, verified
the find and then drove with Con-
treras to the North Las Vegas
police station to report the dis-



