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Metropolitan Police Department photo

E - Laser Photonics representative Paul previously undiscovered evidence from the automobile in which
V's laser fingerprint detector to search for the body of Patricia Lynn Allen was found.

Fingerprint computer
always gets its man

By Carlos Harrison
Review-Journal

Fingerprints, the most widely
used unique identification system
for law enforcement, rarely crack
cases — but they clamp the lid
down tightly when a suspect is iden-
‘tified.

" Sorted through a numerical clas-
sification system based on print
ridges and ridge endings, finger-
prints are indisputable courtroom
evidence, but the national identifi-
cation rate is so low as to make the
evidence virtually worthless for
tracking unknown suspects.

“We're identifying about 2 per-
cent of fingerprints,” said Capt.
Paul Ray, in charge of the Metro-
politan Police Department Crimin-
alistics Bureau. “That’s about aver-

age for the nation.”
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connecting a known suspect to a
crime.

“We’ve got more than 450,000
fingerprints on file right now,” said
Ray “Going through them
ly is almost impossible. |\

“Unless we have someone who is
known or someone we suspect,” he
continued, “it would take a life-

But computerized technology, al-
ready in use in 27 police _
ments across the nation and sched-
uled for introduction at 100 others, |
can compare and find in seconds
what would take an experth of
searching.

In Miami, police
puter arrested a

shooting death of an officer within
eight hours of the crime. They had



