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“Technology is pulling us out
ahead of the criminal,” said Carol
Noziglia, head of the bureau’s crime
1aboratory.

Noziglia and Ray are ardent advo-
cates of adding a computerized iden-
tification system to the police de-
partment’s weaponry in the war on
crime, even at the cost of more than
$1 million for the system.

- - With five people working solely to
lassify and file fingerprints in Clark
Clounty, and another three latent ex-
aminers to make comparisons, Ray
atimates salaries and benefits for
the dpecialists at more than $255,000
a yeéar.

_ “Working hard, on a good day,”
Ray said, each of those people “may
be entering 15 to 20 (10-finger) sets
per hour.”

~_The computerized system Ray is
eyeing, manufactured by a firm in

naheim, Calif., can compare 21,000

print sets a minute. Using an optical
_scaniner, the computer can read and
enter the 10-finger fingerprint cards,
aufomatically, at the rate of 120 sets
an hour.

. “We estimate we can probably re-
assign three people to other duties”
through the use of the computer, Ray
siid. “The other two positions could
3o 2l this entering, as well as search-

- A the computer scores more iden-
tification hits, Ray noted, much of
the -work saved in classifying and
fling fingerprints would transfer to
{ite jdentification personnel.
»~"When the computers make a hit,”
heexplained, “it still takes a printex-
pert. to make the print comparison
because the computer can't testify in
< _Despite the possible savings, Ray
3aid; 1 think the biggest benefit is
that crimes that are going unsolved
right now will be solved.”

+*Linked through telephone lines to
thier computers around the nation,
indtiding the FBI's existing system,
iie fingerprint identification system
#ould become part of a nationwide
petwork for catching criminals.

. “None of the agencies at this time
fate links with the FBL” Ray said.
Byt in talking with the FBI, they
ein foresee a time when this will

appen.
% -Also, Ray added, Clark County's

May 12, 1985

work-card system puts area authori-
ties in a unique position for identifi-
cation through fingerprints because
of the percentage of its population
.with fingerprints on file. Between
work-card applications and arrests,
authorities annually are adding
38,000 fingerprint sets to the files.
By comparison, Ray noted, Hous-
ton, with a population of about 2.5
million, has about 350,000 finger-
print sets on file. Still, the use of the
computerized system there is credit-
ed for securing convictions of four
people currently presently on death

row.

Munson Moser, the local crime
lab’s senior fingerprint examiner,
traveled to Carson City recently to
testify in support of the system. Al-
though he was never called before the
legislators, Moser was prepared to
include among the system’s advan-
tages its speed, its use in identifying
corpses and its objectivity.

1t introduces a lot more logic,” he
said, “and it couples this mathemati- |
cal logic, that isn’t subjective, with
the human, which is.”

Because of the computer’s ability
to differentiate between about 200
shades of gray undetectable to the
human eye, it also can enhance and
make use of fingerprints previously
unusable, Moser said.

“The computer separates the black
of ridges from the gray of valleys,”
Moser explained.

Also, he added, the computerized
system would eliminate duplication
of files currently caused when habit-
ual offenders use alissen

The state Senate approved a bill
May 3 allowing local governments to
increase property taxes to raise mon-
ey for the system, but the issue now
faces a vote in the Assembly, which
has shown an anti-tax bias in the
legislative session.

But advocates of the system,
armed with statistical evidence of
the computer's advantages, also hope
to sway the legislators with benefits
that go beyond the computer’s crimi-
nal catching capabilities.

“Down the line,” Noziglia said, “I |
can see the possibility, with all the
emphasis on missing children and
identifying children, this could be |
used for some kind of access and
identification.”




