Body found in
degg,rt near I-15
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A decomposed body, believed to be
a woman, was discovered Sunday in
the desert north of Las Vegas.

An autopsy will be performed to
determine the cause of death.

The body was found by three peo-
ple riding three-wheel motorcycles
about %2 mile off Interstate 15 on
Apex Road, said Metropolitan Police

Dead woman found in desert

Metro Police homicide detectives were investigating late Sunday
night circumstances surrounding a decomposed body found in the
desert north of Interstate 15 off the Apex road.

The body, possibly a woman, was found in a desert wash by three
people riding recreational all-terrain vehicles at 5:35 p.m., Metro
homicide Sgt. Ted Rosen said.

The body was located one-third of a mile into the desert from the
Apex road near the highway.

The cause of her death is unknown pending an autopsy.

Police said detectives were called to the scene because of the
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homicide Sgt. Ted Rosen.

suspicious nature of the death, police said.
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Autopsy in

An autopsy on the decomposed

| body of Darilyn Nakamura Mats-

field could not determine the cause
of her death, and authorities said
Wednesday afternoon that they
might never know how she died.
The skeletal remains of the 32-

* year-old woman were discovered
. Sunday near Interstate 15 and

Apex Road by motorcyclists. Pa-

" thologists identified her through

dental records.

Because almost no skin or tissue
remained on the body after lying
several weeks in the desert, au-
thorities have only a slight chance
of learning the cause of death, ac-
cording to Ron Flud, a coroner’s
office official. Examination of the
bones revealed no clues to the way
she died.

Mansfield, an airline stewardess
and the mother of a 2-year-old girl,
was last seen alive Sept. 21 at the
Sit °N Bull bar, 3220 N. Jones
Blvd. She was placed on the Met-
ropolitan Police Department’s
missing persons list the next day.

Police detectives have searched
the area where the nude woman
was found, but they could not find
clothing or jewelry that Mansfield
was seen wearing at the bar.

Police said she went to the bar

conclusive

-on woman’s body

DARILYN MANSFIELD
... cause of death unknown

with two friends and later left with
two men. Detectives later located
the men, but they were not arrest-
ed in connection with the disap-
pearance.

Mansfield reportedly was a host-
ess for Republic Airlines, where
her husband worked as an airline
pilot.

Body found in R.3.
desert identified

A decomposed body found Sun-
day afternoon in a wash off Apex
Road and Interstate 15 was identi-
fied Tuesday as Darilyn Nakamura
Mansfield, Metropolitan Police ho-
micide detectives said.

Mansfield was placed on the de-
partment’s missing persons list
Sept. 22. She was last seen alive
Sept. 21 at the Sit'n Bull cocktail
lounge, 3220 N. Jones Blvd., police
said.

Three people riding three-wheel
motorcycles in a desert area off the
highway spotted the body about
5:35 p.m. Sunday. Mansfield was
identified Tuesday after officials
compared dental charts.

Officials said the cause of death
was unknown and the case is un-
der investigation. ;o - /¢, - X



