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A nude decomposed body found
in the desert was identified Tues-
day as 32-year-old Darilyn Midori
Nakamura-Mansfield, who has
been missing since late Sep-
tember, authorities said.

The attractive mother of a 2-
year-old girl and wife of a com-
mercial airline pilot was last seen
leaving a bar on Sept. 28, police
said, adding they feared she was
the victim of foul play.

Her skeletal remains were dis-
covered Sunday evening off Apex
Road near Interstate 15 by three
people on all-terrain three-wheel
vehicles, Metro homicide Lt. John
Conner said.

Clark County Coroner’s Office
Chief Investigator Ron Flud said
the exact date the woman died is
unknown,

An autopsy was conducted
Tuesday, but the official cause of
death hasn’t been determined,

| Flud said.

Authorities determined the
woman’s identity by comparing
her teeth to dental records, he
said.

On Monday, three detectives
searched the area where the body
was found but were unable to
locate any clothes or jewelry the
woman was last seen wearing,
Metro homicide Sgt. Ted Rosen
said.

Mansfield was last seen wear-
ing a light blue and white blouse,
jeans, leather shoes and a gold
rope chain, with gold bracelets
and earrings.

Darilyn Midori
Nakamura-Mansfield

The native of Hawaii had been
employed as an airline hostess for
Republic Airlines — the same
company for which her husbhand
works.

She left her Las Vegas home on
a Saturday night to keep a
manicure appointment and to go
grocery shopping. The body dis-
covered in the desert had
manicured fingernails coated
with glitter polish, police said.

When Mansfield didn’t come
home that night, a neighbor, who
had been babysitting the woman’s
daughter, contacted her husband,
who was piloting a commercnal
flight.

He returned home within hours

and contacted police. He has since

been on leave from the airline,

takmg care of the couple’s chlld

and awaiting news of his wife’s
whereabouts, relatives said.
Three days after she was re-
ported missing, police discovered
Mansfield’s car outside the Wagon
Wheel Bar, about 25 miles from
where she was last seen alive. -
Perishable groceries were
found inside the car parked at
Nellis Boulevard and Stanley

| Avenue.

The woman’s family put up a

| $5,000 reward through the Metro
i Secret Witness program.

One police investigator, at the
time of Mansfield's dxsap-
pearance, was quoted as saying,
“It’s suspicious, to say the least.”

Retracing the woman’s steps,
pohce discovered she kept her.
manicure appointment at a beau-
ty shop in a shopping center at
Jones Boulevard and Cheyenne
Avenue.

She went to the Sit ’N Bull bar
in the same shopping center with
another woman and that woman’s
husband.

When the couple left, “Dari,” as
her close friends called her,
remained at the bar. p;

Police said she was seen leav-
ing the bar with two men. Police
have since identified the men, but
neither was charged in connection
with the woman’s disappearance.

Police said the 5-foot-3, 100-
pound woman may have gotten
into a blue pickup truck.

Less than 24 hours later, the

young woman was discovered
dead.



