Missing Las Vegas man’s
body found in Lake Mead
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The drapery-wrapped body of a
man missing since Nov. 13 was
found floating in Lake Mead
Wednesday morning, and police ho-
micide detectives suspect the man
was murdered.

The discovery of the body of Joe
Sharpe, 48, of Las Vegas, raises a
new twist in the ongoing investiga-
tion of a number of mysterious cir-
cumstances from last week.

Sharpe’s family reported the man,
also known as Juan Jose Sharpe,
. missing on Friday, police said.

Prior to that announcement, po-
lice had been searching for clues in a
shooting incident Nov. 13 where two
men in a white station wagon report-
edly were involved in a fight and
shooting inside the car.

Sharpe was driving a white station
wagon when last seen.

Sharpe’s body was found at 11:45
a.m. Wednesday by two passers-by in
the Lake Mead Recreational Area, in
a section known as The Cliffs and
Gypsum Cove, said Metropolitan Po-
lice homicide Sgt. Frank Jergovic.

The body was wrapped in window
drape material, and the hands and
feet were tied with rope, Jergovic
said.

There also were bullet wounds in
the body, consistent with the sus-
pected shooting on Nov. 13, police
said.

The exact cause of death will not
be known until an autopsy is com-
pleted today, Jergovic said.

The body was fully clothed inside
its drapery wrapping, Jergovic said,

with the same clothes Sharpe’s fam-

ily said he was wearing when he was
last seen.

The passersby noticed Sharpe’s
body in the lake when they saw his
feet floating on the surface, Jergovic
said. The two who found the body
have not been identified by police.

The station wagon in which detec-
tives suspect Sharpe was killed has
not yet been found, Jergovic added.

It is a white 1977 Ford Ltd with a
chrome rack on top and Nevada li-
cense plates CSX-361.

The mysterious series of events
surrounding Sharpe’s death began on
the evening of Nov. 13 when Sharpe
apparently became involved in an ar-
gument with an unknown man inside
Sharpe’s car while it was parked on
East Bonanza Road near Wardelle
Street.

Witnesses reported seeing the man
inside the car with Sharpe pull a gun
and shoot Sharpe from the passenger
side. The assailant then apparently
got out and went around to the driv-
er's side where he allegedly fired
three more shots at Sharpe.

The suspect then got into the vic-
tim’s car and drove away, witnesses
said.

When police arrived, they could
find only glass and human blood on
the ground near where the car had
been parked.

Two days later, Sharpe’s family
reported him missing.

Detectives said they have no leads
yet on the identity of the man seen
with Sharpe on Nov. 13.

If anyone has information about
Sharpe or the suspected shooting,
they are asked to call homicide de-
tectives at 386-3521 or Secret Wit-
ness at 386-3445.
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LV shooting victim

The body of a man believed to
have been shot to death Nov. 13
while he was sitting in a parked
car at Wardelle and Cedar streets
was recovered Wednesday float-
ing in shallow water in the Upper
Gypsum Cove area of Lake Mead,
according to Metro Police
homicide detectives.

Sgt. Frank Jergovic said the
body of Juan Jose Sharpe, 48, a
chef at the Desert Inn Hotel, was
discovered about 11:30 a.m. by a
couple who were out in the
recreational area and saw an ob-
ject floating on top of the water.

Jergovic said the body was
wrapped in a drape with Sharpe’s
hands and feet bound.

Jergovic said the couple im-
mediately notified the park
rangers who in turn called Metro.

Jergovic said the body had
been in the water for several days
and it would require an autopsy to
definitely determine the cause of
death.

Last week police received in-
formation from someone who said
he had seen one man shot while
sitting in a car with another male,
but the car then took off.

When police arrived at the
scene, the 1977 white Ford station
wagon had disappeared and to
date has not been located.




