Man found bludgeoned to death in LV apartment
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Metro Police continued to probe Sun-
day the bludgeoning slaying of a retired
man, whose apartment allegedly was set
ablaze to mask the crime and whose
vehicle apparently was stolen by his
killers.

The fire at 131 W. Baltimore Ave.,
shortly before midnight Sunday was put
under control by 30 firefighters from 13
units of the Clark County and Las Vegas
fire departments.

The body was discovered in the

bathroom, slumped over the tub, Metro
homicide Sgt. Frank Jergovic said, ad-
ding that the man was fully clothed.

He had numerous lacerations to his
head, Jergovic added.

An autopsy revealed that the man died
because of the blows to the head with a
blunt instrument and not from the fire,
Jergovic said.

Jergovic added that police have no
motive and no suspects, but he said the
death is being handled as a homicide
because of its suspicious nature.

The man’s tan and brown 1975 Dodge

Van Tradesman II with Nebraska license
plate 2F8875 was discovered missing
shortly after the man’s body was found.

The dead man’s identity is being
withheld, pending notification of re-
latives. The man is described only as
Caucasian, in his 60s and an ex-employee
of the Goodyear Tire Company from
Lincoln, Neb.

The man lived alone in the Baltimore
Avenue apartment, police said.

Jergovic said the man possibly was
killed somewhere in the apartment mo-
ments before the fire was set.
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Two charged
in van theft

A man and woman were charged.
Monday with stealing the van of a
66-year-old Las Vegas man who
was found dead in his bathtub Sat-
urday after a fire was put out at his
apartment.

Metropolitan Police officials said
James Davis, 28, and Wanda How-
ell, 25, also were being questioned
in connection with the slaying of
Jan Kalnins, 131 W. Baltimore Ave.,
No. 1.

Fire broke out in Kalnins' apart-
ment shortly before midnight. In-
vestigators said the blaze had been
set intentionally to cover up the
slaying.

Kalnins had been beaten about
the head several times.

The victim's van was reported
missing shortly after Kalnins’ body
was found. It was seen about 8:30
a.m. Monday at 133 W. St. Louis
Ave. Police parked near the area
and had been waiting four hours
when a man and a woman entered
the van and drove away.

Police chased the van and or-
dered the pair to pull over. They |
were charged with grand larceny |
auto and booked into the Clark
County Detention Center.

The fire started in a box-spring
mattress and caused an estimated
$5,000 in damage, fire officials
said.

Man found
dead after ;-
home fire «--s

A 66-year-old Las Vegas man was |
found dead in the bathtub of his |
apartment Saturday night after a fire
in the residence was put out and
Metropolitan Police homicide detec-
tives are treating the death as a ho-
micide.

Fire broke out in the bedroom of
the apartment at 131 W. Baltimore
St. about 11:50 p.m.

After firefighters had the blaze un-
der control, a routine search for bod- |
jes was conducted and Jan Kalnins
was discavered slumped over in the
tub.

The victim had been beaten on the
head several times, police said. Many
lacerations were visible when the
body was discovered. |

Fire investigators said the blaze |
had been set intentionally to cover
up the slaying that apparently oc-
curred earlier that night.

The victim was taken to the coro-
ner’s office. Police said the cause of
death would be determined by an |
autopsy. y

The blaze started in a box-spring |
mattress and caused an estimated |
$5,000 in damage, fire officials said. |

The man’s van was reported miss-
ing after the incident.

Police are searching for the brown-
and-tan 1975 Dodge Tradesman.
The vehicle bears Nebraska license
plates, 2F8875.



