Holiday weekend murder toll up to three
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The long Presidents Day weekend came to a bloody
end Monday as a tourist was knifed to death in his motel
room and a 74-year-old Las Vegan was discovered
bludgeoned to death in his apartment.

They were the second and third slayings investigated
by Metro Police homicide detectives in two days.

Early Sunday, the body of a man in his 60s was found
beaten to death in his apartment, police said, adding
that the man’s van was stolen and his apartment
tourched to mask the crime.

On Monday, police made some progress in solving
that homicide with the discovery of the man’s vehicle at
133 W. St. Louis Ave., a block from his 131 W. Baltimore
Ave. apartment.

None of the dead men’s identities have been released
pending notification of relatives, who all live out of
town.

Police have no motives and no suspects in any of the
slayings.

Police responded to Motel 6 at 195 E. Tropicana Ave.

at 9 a.m. Monday following the discovery of a man lying
face down in his room. The maid found h1m when she
came in to clean.

“Witnesses reported hearing a fight and furniture
being knocked over in the motel unit between 7:30 and
8:30 a.m.,” said Metro homicide Sgt. Ted Rosen.

The man, either from Kansas or Oklahoma, and his
male traveling companion had checked into the hotel
Sunday, Rosen said, adding that the dead man’s friend
and their car were missing.

Rosen declined to identify the dead man’s friend,
saying police now are seeking him only for questioning
and that he hasn’t been determined to be a suspect.

Police took statements from three or four witnesses,
including Carol Kelley of Lancaster, Pa., who reported
seeing one man peer out from the motel room window
late Sunday night.

Around 1 p.m. Monday, a maintenance worker found
a dead man in the bedroom of his fourth floor apartment
at the Country Club Towers at 850 E. Desert Inn Road.
Metro homicide Sgt. Frank Jergovic said the man

had been dead a couple of days. The dead man was iound

because his daughter called the apartment manager |

inquiring about him, Jergovic said.

The man had been beaten about the head and was |
found lying beside his bed in his night clothes, Jergovie |

said. His dresser drawers were found open.

Police continued to investigate the slaying of a
retired man from Lincoln, Neb., who was discovered

after firefighters extinguished a blaze in his apartment |

on Saturday shortly before mldmght

The body was discovered in the bathroom, slumped |
over the tub, Jergovic said, adding that the man was

fully clothed.

He had numerous lacerations to his head, Jergovic
added.

An autopsy revealed that the man died because of the
blows to the head with a blunt instrument and not from
the fire, Jergovic said.

The man, in his 60s, is an ex-employee of the
Goodyear Tire Co. in Lincoln. He lived alone in the
Baltimore Avenue apartment, police said.




