Police probe beating death

A Las Vegas street person was
) beaten to death Monday night, and
police believe his death may be relat-
. ed to a group of transients who have
&N been using an abandoned downtown
. buildingasa shelter, homicide detec-
tives said.
P Thomas M. Jenkins, 69, was found
) by Metropolitan Police patrol offi-
cers about 6 a.m. inside the former
Oslo House at 201 N. Eighth St.
Jenkins had been stabbed and beaten
by his assailant, police said.
. Patrol officers were dispatched to
2 the building after an anonymous call-
er told a police dispatcher where the
body could be found, said Lt. John
Conner.
Conner said police do not have any
suspects, but believe the killing may

have involved some transients who

use the now-boarded-up homeless
shelter for a haven.

The Oslo House once offered
rooms for $7 a night. An effort to
convert the building into shelter for
the homeless failed when the city
cited the owner for several building
and fire safety violations.

Homeless people have reoccupied
the shelter by pulling off the plywood
boards over windows and doors and
making do without heat and water,
Conner said. Jenkins apparently had
set up house in the building that was
once the Las Vegas Hospital.

Detectives have not yet received a
report from the Clark County coro-
ner’s office on the exact time of
death, but Jenkins was probably
beaten sometime late Monday night.
Conner said.

+ $1,000 reward set in killing of street person !

Secret Witness is offering a $1,000

RT3 4-2/-9

cash reward for information leading
to the arrest and indictment of per-
sons responsible for the Monday
night beating death of a Las Vegas
street person.

Thomas M. Jenkins, 69, was found
by Metropolitan Police patrol offi-
cers about 6 a.m. in the rear stairwell

of the former Oslos House, 201 N.
Eigl}th St. Police are seeking aII:Iy
pertinent information about the inci-
dent.

The Oslo House once offered
rooms for $7 a night. An effort to
convert the building into a shelter for
the homeless failed when the city
cited the owner for several building

and fire safety violations. Homeless
pegpl.e have since reoccupied the
building on occasion.

. Anyone with information concern-
ing the killing is asked to contact
homicide detectives Mike Geary or
qum Ziola at 386-3521 or the Secret
Witness hotline at 386-3213.



