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A longtime Las Vegas resident
and senior citizen was found slain
by - hanging in her home, 218
Cleveland Ave., on Thursday
three weeks before a party honor-
ing her 90th birthday. :

Gertrude - McFadden, 89, w.
discovered dead by a family
friend at 10:30 a.m. after her son
asked the friend to check on her -
because he could not reach her by
phone. -

Family and friends had been
planning a party to honor McFad-
den on her 90th birthday April 9.

Her fully clothed body hung by
the neck from a doorknob in her
bedroom in the tidy white stucco |
bungalow she had occupied for 1
many years.

The type of material used to |
bind the woman’s neck f{o the |
doorknob was not divulged on
grounds it could become evidence |
in the murder investigation.

Officers at the scene termed
the slaying bizarre and said it was
the strangest case they had en-
countered in several years.

McFadden was last heard from
at 3 p.m. Wednesday when she
spoke by phone with neighbors.

Police found the back door of
the house had been kicked in.

The damaged door was the only
sign of force and officers said they
were uncertain whether anything
had been stolen.

Detectives and technicians

~ conducted a meticulous search of

the back yard and alley behind
McFadden’s bungalow for any
kind of clue including footprints
or something that might have
been dropped by the killer when

. he arrived or departed.

The entire house was dusted for
fingerprints that could provide a
lead to the slayer’s identity.

There was no comment i -

mediately afterward whethr
. fingerprints were found in the

house, or whether other clues
were discvovered in the yard or
alley.

Dr. Sheldon Green, chief Clark
County medical examiner, was
called to the scene to observe and
examine the body while it still
hung from the doorknob.

Next-door neighbor TonyA

Laroya, 26, said he last saw

-
7~

Gertrude McFadden, 89, a 44-year
Las Vegas resident, was found hang-
ing in the bedroom of her home
Thursday morning and Metropolitan
Police said they are treating the
death as a homicide.

McFadden’s body was discovered

| after her son became concerned that

he had not heard from his mother
and had a friend check on her. A
neighbor had to remove 'the front
screen door to gain entry.

“We are treating it as a homicide,”
said Lt. John Conner of the depart-
ment’s homicide detail. “The cir-
cumstances and the evidence at the
crime scene lead me to believe it is a
homicide.”

Conner said the rear door to the
residence, 218 Cleveland Ave., had
been kicked in. He said the house
was not ransacked, but police were
checking to see if anything was miss-
ing. Police also searched a vacant lot
behind the residence for clues.

“She would have been 90 years old
on April 9,” Conner said. “The fam-

2 -9 ;
ily had plans for a 90th birthday*
party and she was looking forward to
it.” Ho

Police said they believed the house '
was built by McFadden’s husband in '’
the 1940s. McFadden was a widow _
and had lived alone in recent years.>?

An autopsy is expected to be com-
pleted tomorrow, Conner said.

4
McFadden, who was born in 1896
in Grass Valley, Calif., moved tor
Tonopah in 1906 and became a Las
Vegas resident in 1942, She was a3
buyer for the old Ronzone’s depart->
ment store from 1942 until 1969.
She was a past matron of the Tur- .
quoise 28 chapter of the Eastern Star,,
in Tonopah and a member of the:
Optimist Club in Las Vegas. McFad-
den also was a member of Christ «
Church. o

She is survived by a son, Albert, of
Las Vegas, a granddaughter and”
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three great grandchildren. 3
Funeral arrangements are pending- >
at Palm Mortuary.




