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‘'om Hanley gets life

By Gary Ebbels
R-J Staff Writer

Tom H,anley, self-convicted murderer of labor boss Al Bramlet,
was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole
Tuesday.

District Judge Michael Wendell handed down the sentence to
the 61-year-old Hanley, who pleaded guilty to first degree murder
for the Feb. 24, 1977, Bramlet death.

Hanley’s son, Gramby, 39, also pleaded guilty to first degree

murder for the slaying and was slated for sentencing by District
Judge Carl Christensen later in the day.

In urging Wendell to deny Hanley a parole possibility, Deputy
District Attorny Bill' Koot said publicly what courthouse observ-

ers have been speculating privately—that the Hanleys killed

Bramlet because he refused to pay them for two ill-fated restau-
- ‘rant bombmgs. ) -

Koot said Tom's 21-year-old w1f'e, Wendy, was prepated to tes-
tify Gramby told her Bramlet owed them some $6,000 for bomb-
ings at the Starboard Tack and the Village Pub, both of which
were non-union,

The Hanleys’ fee for the bombings, which were unsuccessful,
was $10,000, according to Koot. The prosecutor said the Hanleys
had been given '$4,000 as front money, but were never paid the
balance because the bombings were unsuccessful.

Koot said he had a written statement from Wendy eom.ermng
the bombings and the withholding of payment.

. Koot also reflected on two murders in which Tom Hanley had
been charged, but never tried and convicted.

The first was that of Ralph Alsup, killed in 1966 and invelved in
uhion actnnty

." The second was that of Alphonse Bass, who was killed in 1969.
Bass was considered in some ranksas a “flunky.”

"~ When Hanley pleaded guilty, he asked to be given a lie detector

test so he could clear himself of those two murder charges once

and for all. Koot said he had not seen the result of that test, but
‘had been told it was inconclusive.

The prosecutor speculated Hanley had been deceptwe in his
" answers when taking the lie detector test, thus bringing about the
mcon clusiveresult.
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GRAMBY HANLEY
...sentencing set

Koot said it is his opinion Tom Hanley has stayed out of prison

through the years by manipulating individuals, the law and the
system.

“What gives me the greatest satisfaction is that had Tom not
tried to manipulate the system and run in this case, he would be a
free man today. We had no evidence until he ran and the FBI was

brought into the case and until Tom tried to get rid of the evi-
dence,” said Koot.

‘““His manipulation has finally brought him to this end. He’s
over the hill now.

“It's too bad we don't have the death penalty for Tom Hanley
‘because he sure deservesit.”

Hanley's attorney, Louis Weiner, objected to Koot’s specula-
tion on other crimes to draw a sentence of life in the Nevada State
Prison without possibility of parole for the Bramlet slaying. :

TOM HANLEY
...no parole
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Weiner urged the judge to tack on a parole possibility. -

“Tom is nat the type of person 1 want my son to grow up to b-e -
said Weiner,

“But he's not the worst person in the world, either. I s&y he t
entitled to life with the posmbht y of parole, NP
*“1say he's a human being.” : =
Weiner characterized the murder as a “crime among cmnl;
nals.” He said the state's star witness, Eugene Vau;bn WaS Prén- .
ent for tho desert execution, yet was never charged. Instead, said .
Weiner, Vaughn was given $12,500 as a reward for axdm; in the
discovery of the corpse. .,
Weinersaid his client would be 71 years old before becommg al‘-
igible for parole if the possibility were included in the sentence,

The attorney urged the court to give Hanley “a light at the‘tnd

of the tunnel.”

\-

Hanley made a brief address to the court. He never asked for a

parole possibility, but did second Weiner's objections to det’
speculating on other crimes. 1. >

Hanley, who made a brief attempt to withdraw his gmlty p)g
on grounds he wasn’t thinking clearly when he made it becaide

he'd been locked up so long, said it was unfair to speculate on-ofﬁ-'
er killings. b3

He recalled his bail hearing before Justice of the Peace Robe&
Legakes in which Koot accused him of being responsible fbn't.he

murder of a woman named Sylvia Just. aa f
“I never even heard of the woman,” said Hanley. “And when 1

asked Mr. Koot what he was doing with that, he told me it-Wds
just an old file that had been lying around the office gathering
dust and he thought he’d use it {for the bail hearing."” o

As for the Alsup murder, Hanley claimed he told Sheriff Ralph
Lamb who was responsible.

“Nothing was ever done about it,” said Hanley. ' “

In handing down the sentence, Wendell told Hanley “yeu nre a
shrewd, calculating, dangerous man.’

_?-.
The judge turned the case a “sad situation.” -
Wendell reminded Hanley that Bramlet had four bu]lot

wounds in the chest, one in each ear and a knife wound in the ab-
domen, ‘ \ .
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