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Blood Traces
Slaying Clue?

Police today widened the scope, mien hunting the slaver of James
of their investigation mto the]C. E Taber, of Beaverion. Ore.
brutal kmlic-slaying of an Oregon| Tabher's body, savagely stabbed
visitor here — but they held hopejva limc:», was discovered Friday g
their first solid lead wn the case|morning in his hotel room. The!
might he found under a micra-, discovery ingoered a full - Qca]c‘
scope. i manhunt. ;

Blood stains found in a trail of . Dot 14, B. 1. Handlon sad’

gore leading from the dm‘"“‘“"i\alunla\ that the deartmcnts'
{hotel room ﬂf the slain druggist! dentification burcau is currently
are bcmg 31"11"(“1 by local law- pulting the bloed stains, samples
B | of which were also {aken from an'
exit leading down the back stair-
wayv, through a series of {ests {o)
see 1f the blood is that of thc’
\etim or the murderer, !

At the same time police did;
nol rule out the possibihty that!
a woman could have committed
the brutal knifing of the 7l-vear-
old rclired drugpst.

Defective Handlon., who 1s also
working on the theory that Taber’s
assaillant was cither drunk or
wounded in a scuffle, said that he
was not ruling out the posstbility
that a woman could have commit-
led the enime.

Handlon, chief investigalor of
all major crimes. said *it could
ao cither way. We have all avail-
able personnel working on the
case.”

The most likely motive at this
time appcars to be rohbery, thel
detective said. The murdered |
man's wallet was missing when
police arrived al the scene, al-
though a report from relatives
in Oregon assured Incal lawmen!

(See No. 2, Page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

that Taber seldom carried greal
quantities of cash on his persom,

Det. Lt. Paul Gulas said Ta.
ber's daughter, when contacied
in Beaverton, told authorities here
that her father seldom carried
more than $50 in cash at ‘we
time. “He usually used checks,"”
she told Gulas. ‘

Investigating officers said Ta
ber was fully clothed and there
were no signs of an argument or
struggle mn the room. Chamber-
maid Kelma Thompson said she
discovered the severely slashed
body. slouched over the hed.
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Deputy County Coroner M. .;.
“Bud” Bishop said the ctim
dxd shortly after midnight Friday.
Police said Taber was discover-
ed about 10 hours after he died.

Adding to the mystery, police
found fresh blood stains near the
'door of an exit in the hofe] and
next {o the elevator button. The
slayer, or slayers, police said,
apparently became  imp patirnt
wailing for the clevator and touk
fthe stairway. They said they also

found blood spots leading down
the back exit stairway.

As of Saturday night authorit-
tes were checking out 18 {ourists
who left the hotel early Friday

morning. No new leads wer
reported. '

Taber was no newcomer {o Las
Vegas, having stayed at the sa*
hotel on several different océa-
{stons. He checked into the down-
{town hotel this time on March §.
One of the numerous stab
{wounds pierced Taber's spinal
cord, Coroner Bishop said. Pohcc
theorized that the first stab wound
lenfered his body while he was
standing up. When he slumped to
{the bcd the slayer apparently
became frenued and began stab-
'| bing his victim relentlessly. 3
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